United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



! ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/700,173 



11/03/2003 



Raj K. Gowda 



35606.00.0002 



3662 



08/05/2005 



23418 7590 

VEDDER PRICE KAUFMAN & KAMMHOLZ 
222 N. LASALLE STREET 
CHICAGO, IL 60601 



EXAMINER 



GROSZ, ALEXANDER 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3673 



DATE MAILED: 08/05/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Off ire* Artinn Q / / m m a r\/ 


Application No. 

10/700,173 


Applicant(s) 

GOWDA, RAJ K. 


Examiner 

Alexander Grosz 


Art Unit 

3673 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE Q^MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) " is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1..121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CZI Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
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Part of Paper No./Mail Date 07262005 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/700, 1 73 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3673 

The reply filed on 1/21/05 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): applicant failed to elect one of the two 
inventions identified in the restriction requirement. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the 
above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or 
THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, within 
which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandonment. 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

While the amendment to claim 21 , is seen as a bona fide attempt to respond to 
the restriction requirement, it faijs to address the fact that the product of Group I, e.g. 
the extremely broadly claimed cell of claim 1 , can be used in a materially different 
process that the claimed method of moving a patient. 

The broadly claimed cell of claim 1 could be used as a sneaker cushion, to 
cushion the foot of the user of a sneaker, or, as stated in the restriction requirement, it 
could be used "merely to support a user, without moving the user" as in the back portion 
of an inflatable sofa bed, or an inflatable pillow. See MPEP § 806.05(h). 

If applicant elects the apparati of Group I, further restriction requirement(s) may 
be required between an inflatable cell, an inflatable patient support system with a frame 
that may or may not be inflatable, and a pressure control system. 

It is noted that claim 1 is seen so broad as to be anticipated by Thomas, cited by 
applicant which in figure 2, teaches two chambers (54) with fluid openings (64) at least 
partially defined by a diagonal Web (44), which is "joined in air tight engagement" (page 
13 line 40) (e.g. sealed ) to the sidewalls of the compartments. 



Application/Control Number: 10/700,173 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 3673 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Alex Grosz at 
telephone number 571-272-7041. 



Grosz/vs 
May 4, 2005 




